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by a continual slaughter: he who escapes the fire and
the sword is carried as a captive into exile. Cities,
castles, and villages are utterly wasted, and without an
inhabitant. The bishops are wandering about in beg-
gary, or fly to Borne as the only place of refuge." The
well-known story, whether false or true, by the belief
which it obtained, shows the deadly hatred between the
Christians and the Moslemin, and the horrors of the
war. Salerno was besieged by the Saracens (this was
at an earlier period, about the accession of John VIII.):
the gallant defence of the city by Count Guaifer pro-
bably retarded at that time their career of conquest.
The Saracen general, or king as he is called, is said
to have violated a number of Christian nuns on the
altar in the church of St. Fortunatus. While in this
act of cruelty and guilt to one of them he was crushed
by a huge beam, which fell or was skilfully detached
from the wall. The maiden escaped unhurt/ The
usual appellation of the Saracens by the Pope is
Hagarenes, sons of fornication and wrath. In a passage
in a later letter to Count Boso, the Pope describes the
Saracens as an army of locusts, turning the whole land
into a wilderness: extensive regions were so desolate as
to be inhabited only by wild beasts.h The most terrible
intelligence of all is that an armament of three hundred
ships, fifteen of which carried cavalry, was in prepara-
tion to attack and conquer Rome. " Consider," says the
Pope, " what a vast and unparalleled* evil this would
be; the loss of that city would be the ruin of the world,
the peril of Christianity itself." In another pressing
letter to Charles the Bald he says, " All Campania is a
desert; the Hagarenes have crossed the Tiber, and aro
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